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What is Focus on Energy?



Overview of Focus on Energy

• Works with eligible residents and businesses to install energy 
efficiency and renewable energy projects

• Provides financial incentives, education, information and other 
resources in an effort to encourage participation that leads to 
increased energy savings and reduced utility bills.

• Focus on Energy is Wisconsin utilities’ statewide program for 
energy efficiency and renewable energy

• Partnering with 107 utilities across the state



Creation of Focus on Energy in Wisconsin

• Wisconsin’s “Public Benefits” Program was created in 1999 via 
Wisconsin Act 9

• Oversight was housed under DOA

• Act 141 passed in 2005 moved oversight to the PSC 
• PSC required to conduct Quadrennial Planning Process 

• Quad 4 NOI is open now
• Potential study will be conducted

• Funding is set at 1.2% of IOU revenues and $8/meter for munis/coops 
• Utilities created SEERA (Statewide Energy Efficiency & Renewables 

Administration) to contract with Focus administrator(s)



Focus on Energy Organizational Structure



Why Energy Efficiency?



The Layers of EE Benefits

Jim Lazar and Ken olburn from the Regulatory Assistance Project  discuss quantifying the benefits of the EE “layer 
cake”. Source: https://www.raponline.org/knowledge-center/recognizing-the-full-value-of-energy-efficiency/

Many Benefits 
of Efficiency

https://www.raponline.org/knowledge-center/recognizing-the-full-value-of-energy-efficiency/


Energy 
Efficiency 
as a Least 
Cost 
Option

Source: https://aceee.org/blog/2017/12/new-data-same-results-saving-energy



Environmental 
Benefits



Economic 
Impacts



Focus Benefits for Wisconsin

• Focus on Energy has delivered more than $1 billion in economic 
benefits over the past eight years

• Focus on Energy’s positive net employment impacts supported 
more than 1,000 full-time equivalent jobs per year over the 
Quadrennium.

• Served customers at more than 128,000 residences and more 
than 6,100 businesses in 2018



Energy Savings 
Results



Around $3-4 in 
benefits for every 
$1.00 invested



Opportunities in Wisconsin



Focus on Energy for Business

Business and Industry
• Agricultural
• Industrial
• Healthcare
• Small Business

Schools and Government
• Universities
• K-12
• State Buildings (DOA)
• Municipalities

New Construction



Business Participation Snapshot



Focus on Energy for Residential

Direct-to-Customer
• Free kits
• Retail
• Online Marketplace
• Appliance Recycling

Trade Ally
• Whole Home 

• Tiers for Income Qualified
• Major Mechanicals

New Construction
Multi-Family 



Residential Participation Snapshot



Questions?
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